
        Surveying Close Proximity-High Vulnerability Neighborhood Stakeholders

Types of Questions

-Current uses of the space (see table to the right)

-Expectations of benefits and other +/- impacts

-Suggestions/comments, concerns, and requests for the farm site

References can be seen at http://tinyurl.com/SFIhoodposter

This survey is one of three done as part of a community engagement seminar fall semester of 2015, led by Dr. Mallika Bose. This course aimed to 
gather community member input for the Student Farm Initiative (SFI) to use in the planning of the proposed Student Farm. The SFI has carried out a 
variety of surveys already, so in this seminar we split into three teams and targeted groups (faculty, neighborhood residents, Centre region farmers) that 
were previously underrepresented in SFI research; our team was in charge of the neighborhood survey. 

Google, DigitalGlobe

Conclusions and Recommendations

-Emphasize the farm’s purpose of exploring issues of sustainability
-Protect current wildlife and trees at the site, and/or improve/create habitat 
for native species
-Develop hands-on educational programs at the farm for people of all ages
-Support personal recreation (walking, running, biking, walking dog) on 
farm site
-Minimize traffic impact on Overlook Heights neighborhood
-Thoughtfully plan facilities to be built and include community members in 
that process
-Improve representation of Vairo Blvd. residents and other populations for 
feedback and support

->76% agree proposed location is appropriate, therefore the proposed site 
is a strong location choice

Key Results

Resondents Descriptive Statistics and Demographics:

-Majority of respondents are residents of the Overlook Heights 
neighborhood (    ) adjacent to the proposed site
-More respondents were homeowners than renters
-More than 40% respondents have lived in same location 10+ years
-65% respondents have at least one child aged 10-18
-No significant difference in responses from different demographic groups 
(age and location). 
-Not enough response about income level or employment by PSU vs Other 
for comparison of those groups. 

Key Findings:

Respondents expectations of the Student Farm include
-Increasing access to produce
-Creating educational opportunities for the community

Respondents suggestions for the Student Farm include
-Preservation of trees and creation of habitat for native species
-Educational opportunities (for children)
-Community gardens
-Volunteer/internship/job offerings for the community
-Cooking/food preservation education
-Shuttle service to prevent traffic increase, or vehicular access only from 
arboretum side

Methods 

Flyers explaining SFI + how to respond to our online survey were 
distributed targeting neighborhoods and apartment complexes (        ) 
adjacent to the proposed Student Farm site (    ). 

Goals for this survey were to acknowledge the surrounding neighborhoods 
as high vulnerability stakeholders, engage with them and and use their 
input to better assess and address community concerns and expectations.


