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• Our team collected baseline data to better understand the current assets and needs in the food system in Centre County, in 
order to create and maintain a more sustainable and local food system 

 Understand the needs of stakeholders in the food system by conducting a series of key informant interviews

• Our baseline data will provide the foundation for a long run Centre County food assessment project
 The Food Summit held on November 20th 2015, will bring together stakeholders in Centre County to discuss our 

team’s findings and develop a collective plan of action to move forward 
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METHODS

FINDINGS
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• 10 key informant interviews were conducted with identified 
stakeholders within the Centre County Food System

• Interviewees included identified knowledgeable experts 
representing various sectors in the food system:

 Food Pantries (non-governmental)
 Agricultural Non-Profits
 Government
 Horticultural Farmers
 Food Retailers

• Our interviews revealed a high variation of opinions and goals about the Centre 
County food system

• The food system appears to be segmented into isolated stakeholder groups, 
with little coordination, and understanding or awareness about the roles of 
stakeholders outside of their working sector

• Many of the interviewees voiced a need for building connections within and 
across the food system, to share knowledge and expertise

• Specific connections that should be made between groups include:
1. Putting local producers in contact with consumers
2. Farms with restaurants
3. Food pantries with extra food retailers (fresh produce)

QUESTIONS

• All interviewees were asked questions to gain the following 
information:

 What does an optimal food system consist of?
 What is working well in the local food system?
 What are the gaps in the current food system in 

Centre County?
 What needs to be done in order to find out more 

about the food system?
 What role could/does Penn State have in creating 

and/or maintaining a sustainable food system?

INTERVIEWS

• Most mentioned terms in interviewees definition of “food system” included:
1. Market interactions between producers and consumers (particularly 

locally)
2. Variety of options (including value added foods, and different income 

levels)
3. Agriculture is a large part of the local economy

• An optimal food system (must) include the following aspects:
1. Local
2. Healthy
3. Accessible for everyone

• Multiple stakeholders expressed that they would like a resource sharing network to:
• Help and incentivize small holder farmers
• Educate the community on the importance of local and healthy food

• Several interviewees voiced that they could see Penn State playing a major role in 
acting as a knowledge and awareness hub for the local food system
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